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North Platte NRD Staff  Available for 
Classroom Presentations

     The North Platte Natural Resources District (NRD) 
provides many different natural resources based presenta-
tions for all age groups.  David Wolf, Information/Educa-
tion Coordinator talks about the many different options the 
NRD provides.  
     “We have presentations on water, soils, adaptations, the 
NRD system, weather, habitat, wildlife, pollinators, recy-
cling, trees, and many more.”  
     Wolf stresses that many of the presentations are hands 
on, and he tries to be very engaging with the students.  
     “We have a food web activity that gets the kids up and 
moving. We have a habitat activity that the kids have to 
draw an animal and they have to come up with things it 
needs to survive, food, shelter, and its habitat.”
     Wolf can also work with teachers if there is a particular 
topic they want presented, incorporate specifi c vocabulary, 
and tires to stay near the standards.  
The NRD also offers many different contests to help expose 
youth to our outdoors.  The conservation poster and nature 
photo contests are available and are great activities that can be used in conjunction with in class 
lessons.  The NRD provides scholarships to natural resource camps including: The Adven- 

Wolf has help from a student demostrat-
ing how pollution can infl itrate into the 
ground water.

Students participate in a food web activity in 
which they are the energy that continues through 
the web.
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Upcoming 
Events

• Monthly Board Meeting
   

- Second Tuesday at 3:00 pm
at the NRD office 

in Scottsbluff

• 2016 NPRND 
Photo Contest

   - January - June 30
- July - December 31st

Youth category,  For more info
http://www.npnrd.org/north-

platte-nrd-photo-contest/

• National Groundwater 
Week

   - March 6-12

• Great American Cleanup
   - Month of March

Earth Day
   - April 22

• Arbor Day
   - April 29th 

• Let’s Rock
   - May 10th - 11th

NRD

ture Camp of the Envirionment (ACE), the High 
Plains Science Camp, and State Range Camp.  
     The NRD also works with other agencies and 
ourdoor education groups to provide a wide range 
of expertise to further enhance student learning.  
These partners include: Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center, Riverside Discovery Center, ESU #13, 
Scottsbluff National Monument, Agate Fossill 
Beds National Monument, and Bird Conservancy 
of the Rockies. 
     For more information or to have Wolf present 
to your class, contact him at dwolf@npnrd.org or 
call him at 632-2749.   



What is an Natural Resource District or NRD?
    Nebraska is divided into 23 natural re-
sources districts (NRDs), multi-purpose, 
local units of government established to 
conserve, protect, develop and manage 
natural resources. Established in 1972, 
their boundaries mirrior major river 
basins. NRDs get much of their operating 
funds from local property taxes, however, 
they use only a small slice of the prop-
erty tax pie — typically 1 percent to 2 
percent of all property taxes collected in 
a county.
     The North Platte NRD comprises 
Banner, Garden, Morrill, Scotts Bluff 
and southern Sioux counties in the North 
Platte Valley in the Nebraska Panhandle. 
This is a land area of more than 3 million 
acres with a population of more than 
45,000 people and 18 communities (14 
incorporated and four unincorporated). 
Land use consists of range (63 percent), 
crop and pasture (33 percent), and lakes 
and wetlands, forest and other uses (4 
percent).
     Major agricultural products are cattle,

     One of the North Platte NRD’s goals 
is to protect and manage the natural 
resources of the District. The NRD 
feels one of the best ways to protect our 
natural resources is to get our constitu-
ents out in our natural spaces.  We have 
instituted a photo contest to help both 
the youth and adults explore and cap-
ture the beauty of our natural spaces.  
We are especially encouraging young 
people to go out and explore nature.  
We are defi ning youth as participants 
under the age of 18, and must not turn 
18 years old by the end of the contest 
     The photo contest will have two 
entry periods.  The fi rst entry period 
starts on January 11, 2016 and ends at 
12:00am EST on June 30, 2016. This 
entry period will cover the winter and 
spring months.  People are encouraged 
to go out and take pictures in different 
weather events, but please remember to 
do safely and with proper clothing and 
equipment.

pets; and “The Vote of the People 
Award”.  Entries are to be submitted 
via the North Platte NRD Facebook 
page, but since some of the youth 
do not have Facebook pages, youth 
entries can be submitted to dwolf@
npnrd.org with their name, grade and 
school.  It will be then placed on the 
NRD Facebook page.  
     Prizes will be determined at a 
later date.  Go to www.npnrd.org for 
an offi cal copy of the photo contest 
rules.  
     All judging decisions are fi nal. 
Please do not contact the NRD about 
the status of entries or judging.
     The NRD will notify the winner 
via the contact information provided 
at the time of entry.
     For more information, you can 
go to http://www.npnrd.org/north-
platte-nrd-photo-contest/ or contact 
Dave Wolf at dwolf@npnrd.org.  
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     The second entry period will begin 10:00am 
EST on July 1, 2016 and ends at 12:00 EST 
on December 31, 2016. This entry period will 
cover the summer and fall months.  Awards will 
be given for each entry period.  Entries sub-
mitted before or after the Entry Period will not 
be eligible. Sponsor’s computer is the offi cial 
time-keeping device for the Photo Contest.
     There will be three different category of 
participants: professional, amateur, and youth.  
We have determined fi ve entry categories: 
landscapes; wildlife; plants; family, people, and 

corn, sugar beets, dry edible beans, 
alfalfa and wheat. Most crops require 
irrigation, because annual average pre-
cipitation is 14 to 17 inches. The largest 
source of irrigation water comes from 
the North Platte River. A system of dams 
and canals in the river valley, operated 
by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
since the early 1900s, diverts water from 
the river and stores it to irrigate about 
300,000 acres. Ground water also is 
used to irrigate.

North Platte NRD Off ers Photo Contest To Highlight District’s Natural Spaces

NRDs have 12 statutory purposes 
for existence:

•Erosion prevention and control

•Prevention of damages from fl ood water and 
sediment

•Flood prevention and control

•Soil conservation

•Water supply for any benefi cial uses

•Development, management, utilization and 
conservation of groundwater and surface water

•Pollution control

•Solid waste disposal and sanitary drainage

•Drainage improvement and channel rectifi ca-
tion

•Development and management of fi sh and 
wildlife habitat

•Development and management of recreational 
and park facilities

•Forestry and range management
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North Platte NRD Outdoor Education Grant
     The “Plant a Classroom” program is 
open to all schools within the boundar-
ies of the North Platte NRD, including 
Scotts Bluff, Morrill, Garden, Banner 
and southern Sioux Counties .
     The “Plant a Classroom” pro-
gram will reimburse costs up to $500 
per school per fi scal year related to 
establishing a new or improving an 
existing Outdoor Classroom. Outdoor 
Classroom funds are non-competitive 
in nature and awarded on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis.
     Outdoor classrooms are outdoor 
areas landscaped with native trees, 
plants and grasses, rocks, ponds, bird 
and butterfl y houses, to create habitats 
for the purpose of outdoor education 
lessons.  Students enjoy learning 
hands-on lessons in biology, science, 
history, reading, writing, math, and art 
in an outdoor environment.  Traditional 
classroom subjects are fresh and new 
when illustrated outdoors, and students 
learn to take pride and ownership in 

their community as they often care for the class-
rooms throughout the school year.
   An application can be printed off the North 
Platte NRD website, http://www.npnrd.org/
education/outdoor-classroom/ or picked up at 
the District’s offi ce in Scottsbluff.  The appli-
cation can be submitted to the Dave Wolf at 
North Platte NRD, P.O. Box 280, Scottsbluff, 
NE 69363-0280.  Applications are accepted year 
around.  

Top left: Two students participating in a food 
web activity.

Above: Chuck Markley, NRCS, talks with a 
camper about the soils near the river.  

Top right:  Amy Seiler, Nebraska Forest 
Service, talks to Kindergarteners at Garden 
County Elementary about trees.  

Left:  Dave Wolf talks about the importance 
of recycling to students at Westmoor Ele-
mentary Students.

Right:  Roy Lyles explains the proper way to 
plant a tree.


